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ACUSHNET — The extent of wetlands on property slated for a huge LNG terminal is shaping up as a
contentious issue.

Eversource Energy, the company that wants to locate the liquefied natural gas terminal on its
property on Peckham Road, has withdrawn a wetlands map it had submitted to the town and is now
in the process of preparing another one, Conservation Agent Merilee Kelly told the LNG Advisory
Committee on Tuesday evening.

She said the last officially approved 2008 wetlands delineation of the Eversource property showed
more wetlands than a map done last year. Eversource has withdrawn a map it had produced last
year together with the town and is now expected to file a new one by June.

But this latest delineation is being done without town officials participation because there is no
application pending at the moment. Kelly said the town will have wait to check on the accuracy of
the company’s wetlands map until it is officially filed with the Conservation Commission.

Kelly was among the latest specialists invited to talk with the LNG committee. Its chairman, Fire
Chief Kevin Gallagher, remarked that it is becoming apparent the town, with its limited resources, is
not prepared to properly review many of the documents that will be produced in the application to
build a 6.8 billion cubic-foot LNG storage facility on the 250 acres off Peckham Road. Experts will
have to be brought in to peer review the company’s expert opinions.

While the town will want to hire its own professionals to review reports and documents, money is
becoming tight as evidenced by the bare-bones budget that passed Town Meeting on Monday after
months of difficult cuts.

Henry Young, the town planner, told the LNG panel there is no doubt that the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission has the power to overrule the town’s zoning, which has the project’s
property listed as residential.
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But the Conservation Commission cannot be trumped by FERC, and that, said Gallagher, means
that “you are a player” with real authority, to some degree, over what the project proponents can
do.

There is, however, the real possibility that Eversource will appeal the wetlands matter to the state
Department of Environmental Protection, which will decide the matter.

The town planner said the town needs to push for what is called Qualitative Risk Assessment, a
tougher review process produced in 2015 than the relatively simple one being used by FERC since
2001. The tougher review, however, was developed by the National Fire Protection Association, yet
has not been put into law, so technically there is no requirement that Eversource do anything more
than the 2001 requirements.

Young said that the town will need to see what the project’s worst case scenario will look like, but
since there is no complete application yet, the town will need to wait before it can decide how it will
respond and what effects the project might have toward public safety.

The town should hire an outside consultant to review the Eversource risk assessment to check the
report’s validity, Young said.

Follow Steve Urbon on Twitter @SteveUrbonSCT.
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